Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.082; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
The Zn II atom in the title compound, [Zn(C 8 H 5 O 3 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], which lies on a twofold rotation axis, is coordinated by two monodentate carboxylate groups and two water molecules in a tetrahedral geometry; the geometry is distorted towards octahedral owing to two long ZnÁ Á ÁO carbonyl contacts [2.512 (2) Å ]. Hydrogen-bonding interactions give rise to a three-dimensional network. The formyl group is disordered approximately equally over two positions.
Related literature
A pseudo-polymorph of the title compound containing a solvent water molecule exists in a P2/c modification, which features zinc in an unambiguous tetrahedral coordination geometry; see Deng et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 8 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1; Àz þ 3 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 1998) ; cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2002) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008) . Comment A pseuodpolymorph of the title compound containing a solvent water molecule was isolated from the reaction of zinc acetate and 4-formylbenzoic acid in the presence of sodium hydroxide (Deng et al., 2006) . The reaction with pyridine in place of sodium hydroxide yielded the title polymorph.
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Experimental
Zinc diacetate dihydrate (2.2 g, 10 mmol) was added to anaqueous solution of 4-formylbenzoic acid (3.0 g, 20 mmol) that has earlier been treated with 1 ml pyridine to give a pH of 6. The solution was allowed to evaporate at room temperature; colorless prismatic crystals separated from the filtered solution after several days. C&N elemental analysis. Calc. C 16 H 14 O 8 Zn: C 48.08, H3.53%. Found: C 48.06, H 3.56%.
Refinement
The formyl group is disordered over two sites; the ratio of the site occupation factors refined to a 0.508 (5):0.492 (5) ratio.
The carbon-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.93 Å and U iso (H) 1.2U eq (C)], and were included in the refinement in the riding-model approximation. The water H-atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, and were refined with distance restraints of O-H 0.85±0.01 Å and H···H 1.39±0.01 Å; their displacement parameters were freely refined. (3) O1W-Zn1-O1W i 91.11 (10) C5-C4-H4 119.8
Zn1-O1-C1-O2 2.0 (2) C8-C5-C6-C7 178.5 (2) Zn1-O1-C1-C2 −175.83 (14) C3-C2-C7-C6 −0.1 (3) O2-C1-C2-C7 −17.2 (3) C1-C2-C7-C6 −178.6 (2) O1-C1-C2-C7 160.7 (2) C5-C6-C7-C2 0.6 (4) O2-C1-C2-C3 164.4 (2) C4-C5-C8-O3 178.6 (3) O1-C1-C2-C3 −17.8 (3) C6-C5-C8-O3 −0.5 (4) C7-C2-C3-C4 −0.3 (4) C4-C5-C8-O3' −7.0 (5) C1-C2-C3-C4 178.2 (2) C6-C5-C8-O3' 173.9 (3) C2-C3-C4-C5 0.3 (4) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y, −z+3/2.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
D-H···A D-H H···A D···A D-H···A O1W-H1W1···O1 ii 0.84 (1) 1.93 (1) 2.761 (2) 174 (3) O1W-H1W2···O2 iii 0.84 (1) 1.88 (1) 2.720 (2) 174 (3) Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+1, y−1, −z+3/2; (iii) −x+1, −y, −z+1.
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